
ALEC BALDWIN (TSOA ’94) took
home Best Actor statues from the
Emmy, Golden Globe, and Screen
Actors Guild awards for his role as
the overbearing network exec
Jack Donaghy on NBC’s 30
Rock… Set decorator VICTOR J.

ZOLFO (TSOA ’85) won Best
Achievement in Art Direction at
the Academy Awards for his work
on The Curious Case of Benjamin
Button… For her film The Betrayal
(Nerakhoon), nominated for Best
Documentary at both the Oscars
and Film Independent’s Spirit
Awards, ELLEN KURAS (GAL ’88,
’90) followed a refugee family
from Laos for 23 years… Writer-
turned-director CHARLIE KAUF-

MAN (TSOA ’80) was honored
with the Robert Altman Award for
Synecdoche, New York at the Spirit
Awards, where he also picked up
Best First Feature… ETHAN REIFF

(TSOA ’86) and CYRUS VORIS

(TSOA ’85) co-wrote last sum-
mer’s Kung Fu Panda, which
earned an Oscar nod for Best Ani-
mated Feature, as well as Ridley
Scott’s upcoming Robin Hood, star-
ring Russell Crowe… Director
TOM HOOPER (TSOA ’94) scored
an Emmy nomination for the HBO
miniseries John Adams and next
turns to the big screen with an
adaptation of the John Steinbeck
best-seller East of Eden… Writer
BRUCE JOEL RUBIN (WSC ’65),
best known for the 1990 film

Ghost, penned the screenplay for
The Time Traveler’s Wife, starring
Rachel McAdams and Eric Bana…
BILLY CRUDUP (TSOA ’94)
brought graphic novel superhero
Dr. Manhattan to life in last
month’s Watchmen and will be
back in theaters this July along-
side Johnny Depp and Christian
Bale in Michael Mann’s Public En-
emies… Fellow alumni CHANCE

KELLY (WSC ’90) and JOHN

LAVELLE (TSOA ’04) can be seen
in this summer’s remake of The
Taking of Pelham 123, which fea-
tures Denzel Washington as an
NYC subway dispatcher caught
up in a hostage situation… Red
Tails, which George Lucas has
been developing since 1989 and
details the Tuskegee Airmen, the
first African-American pilots who
flew in World War II, will finally
be written by JOHN RIDLEY (GAL
’87)… GLEN WHITMAN (GSAS
’00) puts the science in sci-fi
thriller Fringe, working behind the
scenes to provide research
and plausibility to the new Fox
show… Former Queer Eye for the
Straight Guy cast member TED

ALLEN (GSAS ’90) is the host of
two new shows on the Food Net-
work: Chopped and Food Detec-
tives… NICK SPANGLER (TSOA
’07) returned to the off-Broadway
show The Fantasticks after winning
the $1 million prize on CBS’s The
Amazing Race.—Renée Alfuso

CREDITS
NYU STARS LIGHT UP
RED CARPETS AND
THE SILVER SCREEN

Not known for its art scene,
the Upper West Side is never-
theless where Susan Eley
(STEINHARDT ’91) decided
to open her eponymous art
gallery in 2006
—in the town
house where she
lives. “I wanted
more of a home
environment,
something more
intimate,” Eley
says of the sa-
lon-style setting,
where the for-
mer profession-
al ballet dancer
acts as an articu-
late yet approachable Virgil,
guiding visitors through the of-
ten intimidating world of con-
temporary art. “I wanted to be a
gallerist who could really offer
service, so everybody who walks
in here gets me full-on.”

Averaging five to six exhibi-
tions a year, Eley’s gallery offers an
eclectic stable of early- to mid-ca-
reer artists, from North America,
Europe, Asia, and Latin America.

Her mission also
includes facilitat-
ing in-depth dis-
cussions about the
art being displayed.
A 2007 show, for
example, which
was titled “Europe
Redrawn” and ex-
hibited the pho-
tography of Jay
Hochheiser, also
featured a talk from
critic Stephen

Perloff, the founder and editor of
The Photo Review. “The average
person tends to stay in a gallery for
half an hour, 45 minutes,” Eley
says. “I really want people to come
in and stay and have a cup of cof-
fee and ask questions.”
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A REAL HOME
FOR ART
by Megan Doll / GSAS ’08

SUSAN ELEY'S UPPER WEST SIDE GALLERY OFFERS FIVE TO SIX CONTEMPO-

RARY EXHIBITIONS EACH YEAR.
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